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Road Map For Student Success
During the 2013-2014 school year, the Sedro-Woolley School District 
worked with a committee comprised of school board members, 
community members, parents, sta�  and administrators to update the 
district’s strategic plan. The work of that committee became the Strategic 
Road Map that was adopted by the school board in August of 2014. Each 
year the school board continues to review, discuss and update the Road 
Map to stay on top of the changing educational needs of our students.

The Foundational Strategies are a key component within the Road Map 
and are directly aligned to meet the district’s mission of “every student 
graduates with the knowledge and skills for future learning and 
success” and vision of “graduates apply their knowledge and the skills 
of communication, collaboration, critical thinking and life to become 
competent, productive, contributing citizens of the 21st Century.”

We hope that you enjoy this edition of the Insider as it focuses on the 
Foundational Strategies listed below.  The strategies are the “asphalt”
and “lines” that help keep our  educational decisions on the road to student 
success! 

1. ACHIEVEMENT:  To priori� ze student achievement and provide high quality 
instruc� on in every classroom, every day.

2. EQUITY:  To provide equity, access, and opportunity to all students and fami-
lies in a student-focused learning organiza� on.

3. STEWARDSHIP:  To ensure responsible alloca� on of 
resources to maximize student learning.

4. PARTNERSHIPS:  To develop and sustain 
strong partnerships with our community in order 
to create a more unifi ed learning environment for 
everyone.

5. CONTINUOUS LEARNING:  To foster
a community of life-long learners.

ACHIEVEMENT: Big Lake, Clear Lake
and Lyman Elementary
Schools ~ Washington 
Achievement Award 
Recipients

Congratulations to the Big Lake, Clear 
Lake, and Lyman Elementary School 
communities for being selected as 
recipients of the 2015 Washington 
Achievement Award!  

The awards are based on statewide assessment data for the three 
previous years of all Washington State elementary schools.  
• Big Lake was selected for math 

growth based on the top 5% of 
schools 3-year average Median 
Student Growth Percentile. 

•  Clear Lake was selected for 
high progress based on the top 
10% of schools making the most 
progress in reading or English Language Arts and math combined 
performance of all student groups using three years of data.  

•  Lyman was selected for overall excellence, which is based on the 
top 5% of schools with students meeting profi ciency and growth, 
high progress, and math growth!  

 Congratulations to the  students, staff , and parents 
of Big Lake, Clear Lake, and Lyman!

PARTNERSHIPS: Sedro-Woolley Alumni & 
Schools Foundations ~ Classroom Grants

The grant program that 
began modestly in 2008 
with $2,000 given in 
grants that year has 
fl ourished into a robust 
program that has given 
nearly $300,000 in 
classroom support! From 

Code-a-Pillars for Evergreen kindergartens to science materials at 
Clear Lake to musical instruments at State Street High School to Camp 
Orkila support at Central, the Foundation is ready to help. 

The Foundation raises funds through their bi-annual dinner auction 
called Harvest Happening.

Please save the date for this year’s event on October 14, 2017
that will be held at the St. Joseph Center in Mount Vernon.

For more information, please call 360-855-3502
for ticket information or to donate. 

School Lunch Prices
for 2017-2018:
 Breakfast Lunch 
Elementary $1.75 $3.00 
Secondary $2.00 $3.25

September 5, 2017 First Day of School
Transportation: If your student(s) will be riding the bus next 
school year, please contact the Transportation Offi  ce, 855-3504, before 
school starts to confi rm bus routes, pick-up and drop-off  times and 
locations.

CONTINUOUS LEARNING: 
Summer Institute ~ Teachers Teaching Teachers
By Assistant Superintendent Mike Olson

A well-known quote from an unknown source 
indicates that, “Nothing remains constant except 
change itself.”  While the broad goals for student 
learning established by the Washington State 
Legislature in 1992 have remained fairly constant, 
the underlying work of teaching our children has 
changed tremendously.  So, just as we—in our 
mission statement—articulate that “All students 
graduate with the knowledge and skills for 
future learning . . .” so too do our professional 
educators need to continue to learn.  As a result, 
we are using local levy dollars to fund two directed days of staff  
continuous learning on August 28 and 29.

Courses are a series of half day sessions, one 
day sessions, and two day sessions.  While 
some provide general enough information to 
support teacher learning across content K-12 
(Concept-based Unit Design), other sessions 
are focused narrowly for a specifi c set of 
teachers such as “Key Special Education 
Regulations and Procedures.”  While most 
classes are taught by teacher leaders from the 

Sedro-Woolley School District, a few specialty classes will be 
taught by content experts from outside the school district.
So, from learning how to administer a new one-on-one reading 
assessment in the elementary grades to modeling mathematics 
in grades 7-12, or learning to use an electronic management 
system to provide on-line learning experiences for students, 
all certifi cated educators will be learning content, skills, and 
strategies to continue to grow as professionals. 
It is work such as this that keeps alive the shared strategic plan of 
ensuring high quality instruction in every classroom, every day 
so as to provide 
equity, access, and 
opportunity for all 
students to achieve 
at high levels of 
performance. We 
know that student 
learning is aff ected 
most by quality, 
daily instruction. 
By providing equitable access and opportunity, we are able to 
help break the cycle of generational poverty for many of our 
students. 

ACHIEVEMENT:  Buckles, Boots, And Horses, Oh, My!

Congratulations and yee-hah!

Did you know that Sedro-Woolley High School has an equestrian team? The 
team proudly fi nished up their regular season during the fi rst weekend of 
Spring Break and Sedro-Woolley left with many top awards.  Sedro-Woolley 
had 25 athletes and with all of their scores combined won the large school 
division (over 20 athletes).  There were 9 belt buckles awarded at the end of 
the meet for high point and reserve in each division, an overall award, and 
for rookie of the year.  Five of those buckles went to Sedro-Woolley athletes!  
Additionally, of our 25 athletes, 20 are going to state in at least 2 events.  Our 
very own Kaitlyn Dorsey qualifi ed or is an alternate in 10 events and won one 
of the buckles.  Harleigh McSpadden placed 2nd overall in reining, and 3rd 
in an obstacle relay team, and is 1st alternate in a 3rd event.  Madison Lake 
qualifi ed in poles, and in a team event.  

Please save the date for a community wide free screening of Most Likely To 
Succeed that will be held on September 21 at the Lincoln 
Theatre beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Most Likely To Succeed 
is a feature-length documentary examining the history 
of U.S. education, revealing the growing shortcomings 
of conventional education methods in today’s innovative 
world.  The fi lm explores compelling new approaches 
that engage students, energize teachers, and lead to deep, 
retained learning. MLTS premiered at the prestigious 
Sundance Film Festival and was an offi  cial selection of 
more than two dozen festivals. For more information, please 
visit their website http://www.mltsfi lm.org

CONTINUOUS LEARNING: Free Movie Community 
Event, September 21: Mostly Likely To Succeed

PARTNERSHIPS:  Nick Jr. Beyond The Backpack
On a sunny June day, Nick Jr sponsored a free kinder-
garten readiness event called Beyond The Backpack. 
The day was fi lled with hands-on learning activities 
and games, take home activity books, and costumed 
characters such as Dora the Explorer interacting with 
our youngest learners. The district also appreciated our 
emergency partners for attending the event with their 
staff , trucks and vehicles with special thanks to the SW 
Police, Fire, and Library staff , Skagit County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce, Skagit Country Search & Rescue, Central Skagit 
Ambulance Service and the Children’s Museum. 

Preschooler Elias Johnston and his mom Allison enjoyed a fast-paced day at 
the event. Allison happily noted, “Elias had a great time and really enjoyed 
all the activities, specifi cally the hop scotch game. He was counting all the 
numbers forward and then backwards!  I felt the event provided a great 
opportunity for kids to be physically active, practice important life skills, 
and have fun learning.”

ACHIEVEMENT:  Maddie Moser ~ Congressional
Art Show Winner
Maddie Moser, a graduate with 
the Class of 2017, was notifi ed by 
Congressman Rick Larson that her 
art entry won the 2017 District #2 
Congressional Art Show.  Maddie’s 
art will be displayed in Washington 
D.C. for a year.  Maddie and her 
parents accompanied Mr. Larson to 
Washington D.C. this past June for 
the opening of the Congressional Art 
Show. Congratulations Maddie! 

Welcome to the 2017-2018 
school year.  This summer 
edition of the Insider is 
dedicated to our strategic plan 
or Road Map For Student 
Success.  The Roadmap 
includes our fi ve foundational 
strategies or goals of:
1. Achievement 2. Equity
3. Stewardship 4. Partnerships 

and 5. Continuous Learning. It is these strategies 
that guide our work to ensure we continue to be a 
student learning focused school system.

Equity: We had an amazing year with the 
additions of music and art in our elementary 
schools, the expansion of the STEM Network, 
and we provided more opportunities for our high 
school students with an eight-period alternating 
day schedule.  In addition to this past school year’s 
accomplishments, we have been busy this summer 
getting ready for school by adding new technology 
in every school.  Nearly 2,000 Dell Chromebooks 
have been distributed throughout the district 
that will complete our 1-to-1 computer initiative 
in our elementary classrooms.  We have added 
400 Chromebooks at Cascade Middle School 
and another 500 at Sedro-Woolley High School.  
Finally, the high school has had a complete wiring 
overhaul with high-speed network cables. 

Partnership: We are able to provide our students 
with this technology because of you.  Thank you 
for supporting our safety and technology levy!  
This levy will now sunset at the end of 2018 
fulfi lling our technology needs for the next several 
years.  

Stewardship: The Sedro-Woolley School District 
enrollment continues to grow which has prompted 
the placement of portables at several of our 
elementary schools including a double portable 
addition at Clear Lake Elementary this summer.  
We expect to have over 4,300 students this year, 
which is nearing an all-time high.  To address our 
growing needs, a Facilities Improvement Taskforce 
was commissioned by the school board to assess 
our school building needs related to maintenance 
and repair, as well as classroom capacity to 
accommodate our growing student population.  
The taskforce has recommended addressing 
district needs with a bond and a decision to move 
forward with their recommendation will be made 
by the end of September.  Executive Director of 
Business and Operations Brett Greenwood has 
provided more information about the taskforce 
and bond recommendation within the Stewardship 
article.

(Continued on next page)



In Septemb er 2016, the district 
created a Facility Improvement 
Taskforce to evaluate the 
future needs of our school 
district due to enrollment 
growth, large class sizes, and 
deteriorating buildings. The 
taskforce is composed of two 
co-chairs, Ruth Richardson 
and Jennifer Washington, 
along with 18 taskforce 
members comprised mainly 
of community members and a 
few select district employees with knowledge of our building conditions.

The fi rst task was to tour each building within the district and to speak 
with principals to better understand the building’s needs. Concurrent 

with the school tours, the 
district was awarded a grant 
to hire the Washington State 
University – Energy Offi  ce to 
conduct a full review of each 
building’s structural condition 
including mechanical systems. 
The second task was to survey 
our parents and community to 
better understand their opinions 
on current and future district 
needs.  The participation in 
the survey was high and the 

results indicated the following priorities should be addressed as soon as 
possible:  Replace Evergreen Elementary.

1. Add more teaching space to handle our growing enrollment and 
lower class sizes

2. Major facility repairs should be completed (repair & upgrade 
roofs, heating, etc.)

3. School facelifts and improvements (replace windows, doors, 
exterior paint, etc.)

4. Add more common space so the gym is not used as the cafeteria
5. Property acquisition – future school site

STEWARDSHIP:  Facilities Improvement Taskforce
By Executive Director Brett Greenwood

In March 2017, WSU completed 
their review and identifi ed that 
several building preservation 
improvements are needed.  Most 
notable, was that the Evergreen 
Elementary building received an 
overall poor rating.  It’s important 
to note that the improvements 
needed are not due to deferred 
maintenance, it’s simply due to the age of our buildings and some 
systems have met the end of their useful life. For example, the boiler 
at Sedro-Woolley High School is almost 60 years old and needs to be 
replaced with a more energy effi  cient and dependable unit. It’s just time.

Over the last year, the taskforce has spent many hours evaluating each 
school’s needs using information gathered from the survey, school 
tours, and WSU’s report. The taskforce members believe that a bond 
is needed to address our needs and their work will culminate in a 
recommendation to Superintendent Brockman. The Taskforce presented 

their recommendation 
at the August 14 Board 
Meeting. If you are 
interested in reviewing 
the recommendation, it 
can also be found on the 
district’s main webpage 
at www.swsd.k12.wa.us 
and also includes a list of 
improvements to be made 
at each school.  

ACHIEVEMENT:
Congratulations! 
2017 Graduates &
Parade of Grads

Under stormy skies on June 9, Sedro-
Woolley High School held its 113th 
Annual Commencement Ceremony. 
The spirited-fi lled evening celebrated 
241 students reaching their graduation 
goal with a packed stadium of families 
and friends cheering them on this 
achievement. The Class of 2017 received 
over fi ve million in scholarships and 
recipients were recognized during the 
evening’s ceremony. 

State Street High School 
recognized its 45 graduates 
on June 13 in an always 
heartwarming ceremony that 
was held in the auditorium. 
The space was packed full of 
family, friends and staff  as 
they celebrated the graduates 
hard earned diplomas. 

A fun, new tradition called 
the Parade of Grads was 
started with the Class of 
2016 by Sedro-Woolley 
High School Principal 
Kerri Carlton. The event was an instant success as graduates were 
given the opportunity to visit their elementary school wearing their 
cap and gown. 

Both the graduates and elementary students delighted in the parade 
of blue and white fl owing robes and beaming smiles! The grads’ 
former teachers embraced  the grown up version of the child they 
knew during their elementary years with hugs, tears and high fi ves. 
Principal Carlton has stated, “Our goal was and is to create a sense 
of community among all schools and show the younger students 
the pride we have in our graduating class.”

This year’s parade grads included Camp Orkila Counselor Kylee 
Carlson reuniting with some of her Clear Lake campers, Ezra and 
Jacob Swenson meeting up with Clear Lake Girls on the Run club, 
and Ashley 
Fair with Mr. 
Howard’s 
students, all 
dressed up as 
princesses and 
superheroines!

The Big Lake grads also 
had a blast coming back to 
“TINY” Big Lake Elementary 
and were well received by 
the local fi re department and 
students. 

It was a successful parade of grads along with two 
remarkable graduation ceremonies. Congratulations to 

the Class of 2017 and best wishes on your future success!

Go Cubs!

The Sedro-Woolley School District’s after school En-
glish Language Learners (ELL) programs are focused 
on helping our bilingual students succeed in school. 
The program at Mary Purcell Elementary is bustling 
with activity as students continue their learning long 
after the fi nal bell has rung. 

“Twenty to twenty-two fi rst through third grade stu-
dents benefi t from extra assistance with their home-
work, nightly required reading, and their understand-
ing of literacy concepts,” noted teacher Julie Orkiolla. 
She continued, “The program runs from October to the 
end of May, Monday through Thursday. With the help 
of a teacher, two paraprofessionals, and high school 
volunteers, the students receive one-to-one or small 
group assistance with concepts that help them achieve 
success in their regular classrooms.  The students and 
ELL team become a close knit group that respect and 
care for each other.” Principal Mike Cullum agreed 
and concluded “A great advantage for our students 
is that our after school ELL teacher also works with 
our students during the school day.  She knows the 
students and understands what is going on with their 
assignments in the general classroom.” 

EQUITY:  Afterschool English
Language Learners Program

 The weekend backpack food program sponsored by the Helping Hands Food Bank is 
striving to fi ght hunger and improve education for students in the district. Studies have 
shown that missing meals and experiencing hunger impair children’s development and 
have negative eff ects on children’s academic performance and behavior in school. The 
6th grade class at Samish jumped into action in support of the backpack program by 
running a food drive this past April.  

Teacher Karen Kanske proudly stated, “The students collected 608 items which came 
to 315 pounds and fed 8 families for a week.” Sixth grade student Emilee added, “The 
food program is run by people who care about other kids who don’t have enough food 
at home.” Sixth grader Ethan summed up the food drive eff ort stating, “I think it’s cool 
that we’re feeding other kids in our community that may not have a great start in life.” 

EQUITY:  Samish 6th Grade ~ Backpacks for Kids Food Drive

The Sedro-Woolley School District is a proud 
and thankful partner with the local Sedro-
Woolley Lions Club. The club has supported 
the district since its inception in 1937 with 
the club’s very fi rst project of providing text 
book covers to preserve books for future students. That 
year the club members also donated the fl ag and fl ag pole 
for Union School (now known as Sedro-Woolley High 
School) and later provided the scoreboard, uniforms for the 
band, and spearheaded the Vocational Technical School! 
The ties run deep and since 1976, the club has provided 
much needed college scholarships for graduating seniors. 
To date, over $85,000 has been given to students as they 
pursue their post high school goals.

This past March, the city council recognized the signifi cant 
role the Lions Club has had in the community for over 
80 years. According to past president Carol Torset, the 
club also supports the community with improvements to 
city parks and management of the Loggerodeo Parade. In 
addition, club members Meals on Wheels, local food banks, 
senior centers, and libraries. The district gratefully thanks 
the Lions Club members for their dedication to our students 
and to the greater community. This might be “cub” country 
but our Lions are deeply appreciated. 

PARTNERSHIPS: 
Where There’s A Need, There’s a Lion

PARTNERSHIPS: 
Bikes for Books
The Masonic Bikes for Books 
program encourages students to 
become lifelong readers. This 
last year, Lyman Elementary read 
over 6,600 books! Students were 
recognized every month for their 
reading accomplishments and 
several Lyman students read over 
2 million words during the past 
year! Each student earned points 
towards a golden ticket to win 
the bikes. Many students earned 
multiple tickets for the year end 
drawing. 

Two students were the lucky 
winners. Ozzie Eriksen and 
Abigail Werner, both 5th grade 
students, took home the bikes 
this year. Ozzie shared, “I was 
really excited to win the bike. I 
read 24 books this year. I think 
reading is so important because 
you learn new things every time.”  
Abigail said, “I love my new bike. 
It rides smoother than any other 
bike I have ever had. I read over 
50 books this year. I love to read 
because it teaches you information 
that you can use in the future.”

Questions and comments are welcome and should be
sent to Brett Greenwood, Executive Director of

Business & Operations at 360-855-3500
or by email to bgreenwood@swsd.k12.wa.us

 Every student graduates 
with the knowledge and 
skills for future learning 

and success. Superintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s Message

                   

(Continued)

Partnership: As I mentioned in the previous edition of the 
Insider, our partners in education are important to us, and 
highlighted in this edition is the Lions Club.  Over the years, the 
members have provided thousands of dollars in scholarships to 
our high school seniors and recently supported the high school 
marching band by raising and contributing a thousand dollars for 
new band uniforms.  

Achievement: We continue to prioritize student achievement 
by “providing high quality instruction in every classroom, 
every day.”  The Sedro-Woolley School District continues to be 
education leaders in our region and I am very proud of the Big 
Lake, Clear Lake, and Lyman Elementary Schools for once again 
being honored as recipients of the Washington Achievement 
Award.
Continuous Learning: Thank you to our entire Sedro-Woolley 
school community, especially our families, for all of your support 
this past year!  Our mission states that “every student graduates 
with the knowledge and skills for future learning and success.”  
With our continued partnerships, our students will continue to 
accomplish amazing things and will achieve at high levels!
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The program at Mary Purcell Elementary is bustling 
with activity as students continue their learning long 
after the fi nal bell has rung. 

“Twenty to twenty-two fi rst through third grade stu-
dents benefi t from extra assistance with their home-
work, nightly required reading, and their understand-
ing of literacy concepts,” noted teacher Julie Orkiolla. 
She continued, “The program runs from October to the 
end of May, Monday through Thursday. With the help 
of a teacher, two paraprofessionals, and high school 
volunteers, the students receive one-to-one or small 
group assistance with concepts that help them achieve 
success in their regular classrooms.  The students and 
ELL team become a close knit group that respect and 
care for each other.” Principal Mike Cullum agreed 
and concluded “A great advantage for our students 
is that our after school ELL teacher also works with 
our students during the school day.  She knows the 
students and understands what is going on with their 
assignments in the general classroom.” 
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 The weekend backpack food program sponsored by the Helping Hands Food Bank is 
striving to fi ght hunger and improve education for students in the district. Studies have 
shown that missing meals and experiencing hunger impair children’s development and 
have negative eff ects on children’s academic performance and behavior in school. The 
6th grade class at Samish jumped into action in support of the backpack program by 
running a food drive this past April.  

Teacher Karen Kanske proudly stated, “The students collected 608 items which came 
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pursue their post high school goals.

This past March, the city council recognized the signifi cant 
role the Lions Club has had in the community for over 
80 years. According to past president Carol Torset, the 
club also supports the community with improvements to 
city parks and management of the Loggerodeo Parade. In 
addition, club members Meals on Wheels, local food banks, 
senior centers, and libraries. The district gratefully thanks 
the Lions Club members for their dedication to our students 
and to the greater community. This might be “cub” country 
but our Lions are deeply appreciated. 

PARTNERSHIPS: 
Where There’s A Need, There’s a Lion

PARTNERSHIPS: 
Bikes for Books
The Masonic Bikes for Books 
program encourages students to 
become lifelong readers. This 
last year, Lyman Elementary read 
over 6,600 books! Students were 
recognized every month for their 
reading accomplishments and 
several Lyman students read over 
2 million words during the past 
year! Each student earned points 
towards a golden ticket to win 
the bikes. Many students earned 
multiple tickets for the year end 
drawing. 

Two students were the lucky 
winners. Ozzie Eriksen and 
Abigail Werner, both 5th grade 
students, took home the bikes 
this year. Ozzie shared, “I was 
really excited to win the bike. I 
read 24 books this year. I think 
reading is so important because 
you learn new things every time.”  
Abigail said, “I love my new bike. 
It rides smoother than any other 
bike I have ever had. I read over 
50 books this year. I love to read 
because it teaches you information 
that you can use in the future.”

Questions and comments are welcome and should be
sent to Brett Greenwood, Executive Director of

Business & Operations at 360-855-3500
or by email to bgreenwood@swsd.k12.wa.us

 Every student graduates 
with the knowledge and 
skills for future learning 

and success. Superintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s Message
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Partnership: As I mentioned in the previous edition of the 
Insider, our partners in education are important to us, and 
highlighted in this edition is the Lions Club.  Over the years, the 
members have provided thousands of dollars in scholarships to 
our high school seniors and recently supported the high school 
marching band by raising and contributing a thousand dollars for 
new band uniforms.  

Achievement: We continue to prioritize student achievement 
by “providing high quality instruction in every classroom, 
every day.”  The Sedro-Woolley School District continues to be 
education leaders in our region and I am very proud of the Big 
Lake, Clear Lake, and Lyman Elementary Schools for once again 
being honored as recipients of the Washington Achievement 
Award.
Continuous Learning: Thank you to our entire Sedro-Woolley 
school community, especially our families, for all of your support 
this past year!  Our mission states that “every student graduates 
with the knowledge and skills for future learning and success.”  
With our continued partnerships, our students will continue to 
accomplish amazing things and will achieve at high levels!



In Septemb er 2016, the district 
created a Facility Improvement 
Taskforce to evaluate the 
future needs of our school 
district due to enrollment 
growth, large class sizes, and 
deteriorating buildings. The 
taskforce is composed of two 
co-chairs, Ruth Richardson 
and Jennifer Washington, 
along with 18 taskforce 
members comprised mainly 
of community members and a 
few select district employees with knowledge of our building conditions.

The fi rst task was to tour each building within the district and to speak 
with principals to better understand the building’s needs. Concurrent 

with the school tours, the 
district was awarded a grant 
to hire the Washington State 
University – Energy Offi  ce to 
conduct a full review of each 
building’s structural condition 
including mechanical systems. 
The second task was to survey 
our parents and community to 
better understand their opinions 
on current and future district 
needs.  The participation in 
the survey was high and the 

results indicated the following priorities should be addressed as soon as 
possible:  Replace Evergreen Elementary.

1. Add more teaching space to handle our growing enrollment and 
lower class sizes

2. Major facility repairs should be completed (repair & upgrade 
roofs, heating, etc.)

3. School facelifts and improvements (replace windows, doors, 
exterior paint, etc.)

4. Add more common space so the gym is not used as the cafeteria
5. Property acquisition – future school site

STEWARDSHIP:  Facilities Improvement Taskforce
By Executive Director Brett Greenwood

In March 2017, WSU completed 
their review and identifi ed that 
several building preservation 
improvements are needed.  Most 
notable, was that the Evergreen 
Elementary building received an 
overall poor rating.  It’s important 
to note that the improvements 
needed are not due to deferred 
maintenance, it’s simply due to the age of our buildings and some 
systems have met the end of their useful life. For example, the boiler 
at Sedro-Woolley High School is almost 60 years old and needs to be 
replaced with a more energy effi  cient and dependable unit. It’s just time.

Over the last year, the taskforce has spent many hours evaluating each 
school’s needs using information gathered from the survey, school 
tours, and WSU’s report. The taskforce members believe that a bond 
is needed to address our needs and their work will culminate in a 
recommendation to Superintendent Brockman. The Taskforce presented 

their recommendation 
at the August 14 Board 
Meeting. If you are 
interested in reviewing 
the recommendation, it 
can also be found on the 
district’s main webpage 
at www.swsd.k12.wa.us 
and also includes a list of 
improvements to be made 
at each school.  

ACHIEVEMENT:
Congratulations! 
2017 Graduates &
Parade of Grads

Under stormy skies on June 9, Sedro-
Woolley High School held its 113th 
Annual Commencement Ceremony. 
The spirited-fi lled evening celebrated 
241 students reaching their graduation 
goal with a packed stadium of families 
and friends cheering them on this 
achievement. The Class of 2017 received 
over fi ve million in scholarships and 
recipients were recognized during the 
evening’s ceremony. 

State Street High School 
recognized its 45 graduates 
on June 13 in an always 
heartwarming ceremony that 
was held in the auditorium. 
The space was packed full of 
family, friends and staff  as 
they celebrated the graduates 
hard earned diplomas. 

A fun, new tradition called 
the Parade of Grads was 
started with the Class of 
2016 by Sedro-Woolley 
High School Principal 
Kerri Carlton. The event was an instant success as graduates were 
given the opportunity to visit their elementary school wearing their 
cap and gown. 

Both the graduates and elementary students delighted in the parade 
of blue and white fl owing robes and beaming smiles! The grads’ 
former teachers embraced  the grown up version of the child they 
knew during their elementary years with hugs, tears and high fi ves. 
Principal Carlton has stated, “Our goal was and is to create a sense 
of community among all schools and show the younger students 
the pride we have in our graduating class.”

This year’s parade grads included Camp Orkila Counselor Kylee 
Carlson reuniting with some of her Clear Lake campers, Ezra and 
Jacob Swenson meeting up with Clear Lake Girls on the Run club, 
and Ashley 
Fair with Mr. 
Howard’s 
students, all 
dressed up as 
princesses and 
superheroines!

The Big Lake grads also 
had a blast coming back to 
“TINY” Big Lake Elementary 
and were well received by 
the local fi re department and 
students. 

It was a successful parade of grads along with two 
remarkable graduation ceremonies. Congratulations to 

the Class of 2017 and best wishes on your future success!

Go Cubs!

The Sedro-Woolley School District’s after school En-
glish Language Learners (ELL) programs are focused 
on helping our bilingual students succeed in school. 
The program at Mary Purcell Elementary is bustling 
with activity as students continue their learning long 
after the fi nal bell has rung. 

“Twenty to twenty-two fi rst through third grade stu-
dents benefi t from extra assistance with their home-
work, nightly required reading, and their understand-
ing of literacy concepts,” noted teacher Julie Orkiolla. 
She continued, “The program runs from October to the 
end of May, Monday through Thursday. With the help 
of a teacher, two paraprofessionals, and high school 
volunteers, the students receive one-to-one or small 
group assistance with concepts that help them achieve 
success in their regular classrooms.  The students and 
ELL team become a close knit group that respect and 
care for each other.” Principal Mike Cullum agreed 
and concluded “A great advantage for our students 
is that our after school ELL teacher also works with 
our students during the school day.  She knows the 
students and understands what is going on with their 
assignments in the general classroom.” 

EQUITY:  Afterschool English
Language Learners Program

 The weekend backpack food program sponsored by the Helping Hands Food Bank is 
striving to fi ght hunger and improve education for students in the district. Studies have 
shown that missing meals and experiencing hunger impair children’s development and 
have negative eff ects on children’s academic performance and behavior in school. The 
6th grade class at Samish jumped into action in support of the backpack program by 
running a food drive this past April.  

Teacher Karen Kanske proudly stated, “The students collected 608 items which came 
to 315 pounds and fed 8 families for a week.” Sixth grade student Emilee added, “The 
food program is run by people who care about other kids who don’t have enough food 
at home.” Sixth grader Ethan summed up the food drive eff ort stating, “I think it’s cool 
that we’re feeding other kids in our community that may not have a great start in life.” 

EQUITY:  Samish 6th Grade ~ Backpacks for Kids Food Drive

The Sedro-Woolley School District is a proud 
and thankful partner with the local Sedro-
Woolley Lions Club. The club has supported 
the district since its inception in 1937 with 
the club’s very fi rst project of providing text 
book covers to preserve books for future students. That 
year the club members also donated the fl ag and fl ag pole 
for Union School (now known as Sedro-Woolley High 
School) and later provided the scoreboard, uniforms for the 
band, and spearheaded the Vocational Technical School! 
The ties run deep and since 1976, the club has provided 
much needed college scholarships for graduating seniors. 
To date, over $85,000 has been given to students as they 
pursue their post high school goals.

This past March, the city council recognized the signifi cant 
role the Lions Club has had in the community for over 
80 years. According to past president Carol Torset, the 
club also supports the community with improvements to 
city parks and management of the Loggerodeo Parade. In 
addition, club members Meals on Wheels, local food banks, 
senior centers, and libraries. The district gratefully thanks 
the Lions Club members for their dedication to our students 
and to the greater community. This might be “cub” country 
but our Lions are deeply appreciated. 

PARTNERSHIPS: 
Where There’s A Need, There’s a Lion

PARTNERSHIPS: 
Bikes for Books
The Masonic Bikes for Books 
program encourages students to 
become lifelong readers. This 
last year, Lyman Elementary read 
over 6,600 books! Students were 
recognized every month for their 
reading accomplishments and 
several Lyman students read over 
2 million words during the past 
year! Each student earned points 
towards a golden ticket to win 
the bikes. Many students earned 
multiple tickets for the year end 
drawing. 

Two students were the lucky 
winners. Ozzie Eriksen and 
Abigail Werner, both 5th grade 
students, took home the bikes 
this year. Ozzie shared, “I was 
really excited to win the bike. I 
read 24 books this year. I think 
reading is so important because 
you learn new things every time.”  
Abigail said, “I love my new bike. 
It rides smoother than any other 
bike I have ever had. I read over 
50 books this year. I love to read 
because it teaches you information 
that you can use in the future.”

Questions and comments are welcome and should be
sent to Brett Greenwood, Executive Director of

Business & Operations at 360-855-3500
or by email to bgreenwood@swsd.k12.wa.us
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Partnership: As I mentioned in the previous edition of the 
Insider, our partners in education are important to us, and 
highlighted in this edition is the Lions Club.  Over the years, the 
members have provided thousands of dollars in scholarships to 
our high school seniors and recently supported the high school 
marching band by raising and contributing a thousand dollars for 
new band uniforms.  

Achievement: We continue to prioritize student achievement 
by “providing high quality instruction in every classroom, 
every day.”  The Sedro-Woolley School District continues to be 
education leaders in our region and I am very proud of the Big 
Lake, Clear Lake, and Lyman Elementary Schools for once again 
being honored as recipients of the Washington Achievement 
Award.
Continuous Learning: Thank you to our entire Sedro-Woolley 
school community, especially our families, for all of your support 
this past year!  Our mission states that “every student graduates 
with the knowledge and skills for future learning and success.”  
With our continued partnerships, our students will continue to 
accomplish amazing things and will achieve at high levels!
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Road Map For Student Success
During the 2013-2014 school year, the Sedro-Woolley School District 
worked with a committee comprised of school board members, 
community members, parents, sta�  and administrators to update the 
district’s strategic plan. The work of that committee became the Strategic 
Road Map that was adopted by the school board in August of 2014. Each 
year the school board continues to review, discuss and update the Road 
Map to stay on top of the changing educational needs of our students.

The Foundational Strategies are a key component within the Road Map 
and are directly aligned to meet the district’s mission of “every student 
graduates with the knowledge and skills for future learning and 
success” and vision of “graduates apply their knowledge and the skills 
of communication, collaboration, critical thinking and life to become 
competent, productive, contributing citizens of the 21st Century.”

We hope that you enjoy this edition of the Insider as it focuses on the 
Foundational Strategies listed below.  The strategies are the “asphalt”
and “lines” that help keep our  educational decisions on the road to student 
success! 

1. ACHIEVEMENT:  To priori� ze student achievement and provide high quality 
instruc� on in every classroom, every day.

2. EQUITY:  To provide equity, access, and opportunity to all students and fami-
lies in a student-focused learning organiza� on.

3. STEWARDSHIP:  To ensure responsible alloca� on of 
resources to maximize student learning.

4. PARTNERSHIPS:  To develop and sustain 
strong partnerships with our community in order 
to create a more unifi ed learning environment for 
everyone.

5. CONTINUOUS LEARNING:  To foster
a community of life-long learners.

ACHIEVEMENT: Big Lake, Clear Lake
and Lyman Elementary
Schools ~ Washington 
Achievement Award 
Recipients

Congratulations to the Big Lake, Clear 
Lake, and Lyman Elementary School 
communities for being selected as 
recipients of the 2015 Washington 
Achievement Award!  

The awards are based on statewide assessment data for the three 
previous years of all Washington State elementary schools.  
• Big Lake was selected for math 

growth based on the top 5% of 
schools 3-year average Median 
Student Growth Percentile. 

•  Clear Lake was selected for 
high progress based on the top 
10% of schools making the most 
progress in reading or English Language Arts and math combined 
performance of all student groups using three years of data.  

•  Lyman was selected for overall excellence, which is based on the 
top 5% of schools with students meeting profi ciency and growth, 
high progress, and math growth!  

 Congratulations to the  students, staff , and parents 
of Big Lake, Clear Lake, and Lyman!

PARTNERSHIPS: Sedro-Woolley Alumni & 
Schools Foundations ~ Classroom Grants

The grant program that 
began modestly in 2008 
with $2,000 given in 
grants that year has 
fl ourished into a robust 
program that has given 
nearly $300,000 in 
classroom support! From 

Code-a-Pillars for Evergreen kindergartens to science materials at 
Clear Lake to musical instruments at State Street High School to Camp 
Orkila support at Central, the Foundation is ready to help. 

The Foundation raises funds through their bi-annual dinner auction 
called Harvest Happening.

Please save the date for this year’s event on October 14, 2017
that will be held at the St. Joseph Center in Mount Vernon.

For more information, please call 360-855-3502
for ticket information or to donate. 

School Lunch Prices
for 2017-2018:
 Breakfast Lunch 
Elementary $1.75 $3.00 
Secondary $2.00 $3.25

September 5, 2017 First Day of School
Transportation: If your student(s) will be riding the bus next 
school year, please contact the Transportation Offi  ce, 855-3504, before 
school starts to confi rm bus routes, pick-up and drop-off  times and 
locations.

CONTINUOUS LEARNING: 
Summer Institute ~ Teachers Teaching Teachers
By Assistant Superintendent Mike Olson

A well-known quote from an unknown source 
indicates that, “Nothing remains constant except 
change itself.”  While the broad goals for student 
learning established by the Washington State 
Legislature in 1992 have remained fairly constant, 
the underlying work of teaching our children has 
changed tremendously.  So, just as we—in our 
mission statement—articulate that “All students 
graduate with the knowledge and skills for 
future learning . . .” so too do our professional 
educators need to continue to learn.  As a result, 
we are using local levy dollars to fund two directed days of staff  
continuous learning on August 28 and 29.

Courses are a series of half day sessions, one 
day sessions, and two day sessions.  While 
some provide general enough information to 
support teacher learning across content K-12 
(Concept-based Unit Design), other sessions 
are focused narrowly for a specifi c set of 
teachers such as “Key Special Education 
Regulations and Procedures.”  While most 
classes are taught by teacher leaders from the 

Sedro-Woolley School District, a few specialty classes will be 
taught by content experts from outside the school district.
So, from learning how to administer a new one-on-one reading 
assessment in the elementary grades to modeling mathematics 
in grades 7-12, or learning to use an electronic management 
system to provide on-line learning experiences for students, 
all certifi cated educators will be learning content, skills, and 
strategies to continue to grow as professionals. 
It is work such as this that keeps alive the shared strategic plan of 
ensuring high quality instruction in every classroom, every day 
so as to provide 
equity, access, and 
opportunity for all 
students to achieve 
at high levels of 
performance. We 
know that student 
learning is aff ected 
most by quality, 
daily instruction. 
By providing equitable access and opportunity, we are able to 
help break the cycle of generational poverty for many of our 
students. 

ACHIEVEMENT:  Buckles, Boots, And Horses, Oh, My!

Congratulations and yee-hah!

Did you know that Sedro-Woolley High School has an equestrian team? The 
team proudly fi nished up their regular season during the fi rst weekend of 
Spring Break and Sedro-Woolley left with many top awards.  Sedro-Woolley 
had 25 athletes and with all of their scores combined won the large school 
division (over 20 athletes).  There were 9 belt buckles awarded at the end of 
the meet for high point and reserve in each division, an overall award, and 
for rookie of the year.  Five of those buckles went to Sedro-Woolley athletes!  
Additionally, of our 25 athletes, 20 are going to state in at least 2 events.  Our 
very own Kaitlyn Dorsey qualifi ed or is an alternate in 10 events and won one 
of the buckles.  Harleigh McSpadden placed 2nd overall in reining, and 3rd 
in an obstacle relay team, and is 1st alternate in a 3rd event.  Madison Lake 
qualifi ed in poles, and in a team event.  

Please save the date for a community wide free screening of Most Likely To 
Succeed that will be held on September 21 at the Lincoln 
Theatre beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Most Likely To Succeed 
is a feature-length documentary examining the history 
of U.S. education, revealing the growing shortcomings 
of conventional education methods in today’s innovative 
world.  The fi lm explores compelling new approaches 
that engage students, energize teachers, and lead to deep, 
retained learning. MLTS premiered at the prestigious 
Sundance Film Festival and was an offi  cial selection of 
more than two dozen festivals. For more information, please 
visit their website http://www.mltsfi lm.org

CONTINUOUS LEARNING: Free Movie Community 
Event, September 21: Mostly Likely To Succeed

PARTNERSHIPS:  Nick Jr. Beyond The Backpack
On a sunny June day, Nick Jr sponsored a free kinder-
garten readiness event called Beyond The Backpack. 
The day was fi lled with hands-on learning activities 
and games, take home activity books, and costumed 
characters such as Dora the Explorer interacting with 
our youngest learners. The district also appreciated our 
emergency partners for attending the event with their 
staff , trucks and vehicles with special thanks to the SW 
Police, Fire, and Library staff , Skagit County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce, Skagit Country Search & Rescue, Central Skagit 
Ambulance Service and the Children’s Museum. 

Preschooler Elias Johnston and his mom Allison enjoyed a fast-paced day at 
the event. Allison happily noted, “Elias had a great time and really enjoyed 
all the activities, specifi cally the hop scotch game. He was counting all the 
numbers forward and then backwards!  I felt the event provided a great 
opportunity for kids to be physically active, practice important life skills, 
and have fun learning.”

ACHIEVEMENT:  Maddie Moser ~ Congressional
Art Show Winner
Maddie Moser, a graduate with 
the Class of 2017, was notifi ed by 
Congressman Rick Larson that her 
art entry won the 2017 District #2 
Congressional Art Show.  Maddie’s 
art will be displayed in Washington 
D.C. for a year.  Maddie and her 
parents accompanied Mr. Larson to 
Washington D.C. this past June for 
the opening of the Congressional Art 
Show. Congratulations Maddie! 

Welcome to the 2017-2018 
school year.  This summer 
edition of the Insider is 
dedicated to our strategic plan 
or Road Map For Student 
Success.  The Roadmap 
includes our fi ve foundational 
strategies or goals of:
1. Achievement 2. Equity
3. Stewardship 4. Partnerships 

and 5. Continuous Learning. It is these strategies 
that guide our work to ensure we continue to be a 
student learning focused school system.

Equity: We had an amazing year with the 
additions of music and art in our elementary 
schools, the expansion of the STEM Network, 
and we provided more opportunities for our high 
school students with an eight-period alternating 
day schedule.  In addition to this past school year’s 
accomplishments, we have been busy this summer 
getting ready for school by adding new technology 
in every school.  Nearly 2,000 Dell Chromebooks 
have been distributed throughout the district 
that will complete our 1-to-1 computer initiative 
in our elementary classrooms.  We have added 
400 Chromebooks at Cascade Middle School 
and another 500 at Sedro-Woolley High School.  
Finally, the high school has had a complete wiring 
overhaul with high-speed network cables. 

Partnership: We are able to provide our students 
with this technology because of you.  Thank you 
for supporting our safety and technology levy!  
This levy will now sunset at the end of 2018 
fulfi lling our technology needs for the next several 
years.  

Stewardship: The Sedro-Woolley School District 
enrollment continues to grow which has prompted 
the placement of portables at several of our 
elementary schools including a double portable 
addition at Clear Lake Elementary this summer.  
We expect to have over 4,300 students this year, 
which is nearing an all-time high.  To address our 
growing needs, a Facilities Improvement Taskforce 
was commissioned by the school board to assess 
our school building needs related to maintenance 
and repair, as well as classroom capacity to 
accommodate our growing student population.  
The taskforce has recommended addressing 
district needs with a bond and a decision to move 
forward with their recommendation will be made 
by the end of September.  Executive Director of 
Business and Operations Brett Greenwood has 
provided more information about the taskforce 
and bond recommendation within the Stewardship 
article.

(Continued on next page)
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community members, parents, sta�  and administrators to update the 
district’s strategic plan. The work of that committee became the Strategic 
Road Map that was adopted by the school board in August of 2014. Each 
year the school board continues to review, discuss and update the Road 
Map to stay on top of the changing educational needs of our students.

The Foundational Strategies are a key component within the Road Map 
and are directly aligned to meet the district’s mission of “every student 
graduates with the knowledge and skills for future learning and 
success” and vision of “graduates apply their knowledge and the skills 
of communication, collaboration, critical thinking and life to become 
competent, productive, contributing citizens of the 21st Century.”

We hope that you enjoy this edition of the Insider as it focuses on the 
Foundational Strategies listed below.  The strategies are the “asphalt”
and “lines” that help keep our  educational decisions on the road to student 
success! 

1. ACHIEVEMENT:  To priori� ze student achievement and provide high quality 
instruc� on in every classroom, every day.

2. EQUITY:  To provide equity, access, and opportunity to all students and fami-
lies in a student-focused learning organiza� on.

3. STEWARDSHIP:  To ensure responsible alloca� on of 
resources to maximize student learning.

4. PARTNERSHIPS:  To develop and sustain 
strong partnerships with our community in order 
to create a more unifi ed learning environment for 
everyone.

5. CONTINUOUS LEARNING:  To foster
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ACHIEVEMENT: Big Lake, Clear Lake
and Lyman Elementary
Schools ~ Washington 
Achievement Award 
Recipients

Congratulations to the Big Lake, Clear 
Lake, and Lyman Elementary School 
communities for being selected as 
recipients of the 2015 Washington 
Achievement Award!  

The awards are based on statewide assessment data for the three 
previous years of all Washington State elementary schools.  
• Big Lake was selected for math 

growth based on the top 5% of 
schools 3-year average Median 
Student Growth Percentile. 

•  Clear Lake was selected for 
high progress based on the top 
10% of schools making the most 
progress in reading or English Language Arts and math combined 
performance of all student groups using three years of data.  

•  Lyman was selected for overall excellence, which is based on the 
top 5% of schools with students meeting profi ciency and growth, 
high progress, and math growth!  

 Congratulations to the  students, staff , and parents 
of Big Lake, Clear Lake, and Lyman!

PARTNERSHIPS: Sedro-Woolley Alumni & 
Schools Foundations ~ Classroom Grants

The grant program that 
began modestly in 2008 
with $2,000 given in 
grants that year has 
fl ourished into a robust 
program that has given 
nearly $300,000 in 
classroom support! From 

Code-a-Pillars for Evergreen kindergartens to science materials at 
Clear Lake to musical instruments at State Street High School to Camp 
Orkila support at Central, the Foundation is ready to help. 

The Foundation raises funds through their bi-annual dinner auction 
called Harvest Happening.

Please save the date for this year’s event on October 14, 2017
that will be held at the St. Joseph Center in Mount Vernon.

For more information, please call 360-855-3502
for ticket information or to donate. 

School Lunch Prices
for 2017-2018:
 Breakfast Lunch 
Elementary $1.75 $3.00 
Secondary $2.00 $3.25

September 5, 2017 First Day of School
Transportation: If your student(s) will be riding the bus next 
school year, please contact the Transportation Offi  ce, 855-3504, before 
school starts to confi rm bus routes, pick-up and drop-off  times and 
locations.

CONTINUOUS LEARNING: 
Summer Institute ~ Teachers Teaching Teachers
By Assistant Superintendent Mike Olson

A well-known quote from an unknown source 
indicates that, “Nothing remains constant except 
change itself.”  While the broad goals for student 
learning established by the Washington State 
Legislature in 1992 have remained fairly constant, 
the underlying work of teaching our children has 
changed tremendously.  So, just as we—in our 
mission statement—articulate that “All students 
graduate with the knowledge and skills for 
future learning . . .” so too do our professional 
educators need to continue to learn.  As a result, 
we are using local levy dollars to fund two directed days of staff  
continuous learning on August 28 and 29.

Courses are a series of half day sessions, one 
day sessions, and two day sessions.  While 
some provide general enough information to 
support teacher learning across content K-12 
(Concept-based Unit Design), other sessions 
are focused narrowly for a specifi c set of 
teachers such as “Key Special Education 
Regulations and Procedures.”  While most 
classes are taught by teacher leaders from the 

Sedro-Woolley School District, a few specialty classes will be 
taught by content experts from outside the school district.
So, from learning how to administer a new one-on-one reading 
assessment in the elementary grades to modeling mathematics 
in grades 7-12, or learning to use an electronic management 
system to provide on-line learning experiences for students, 
all certifi cated educators will be learning content, skills, and 
strategies to continue to grow as professionals. 
It is work such as this that keeps alive the shared strategic plan of 
ensuring high quality instruction in every classroom, every day 
so as to provide 
equity, access, and 
opportunity for all 
students to achieve 
at high levels of 
performance. We 
know that student 
learning is aff ected 
most by quality, 
daily instruction. 
By providing equitable access and opportunity, we are able to 
help break the cycle of generational poverty for many of our 
students. 

ACHIEVEMENT:  Buckles, Boots, And Horses, Oh, My!

Congratulations and yee-hah!

Did you know that Sedro-Woolley High School has an equestrian team? The 
team proudly fi nished up their regular season during the fi rst weekend of 
Spring Break and Sedro-Woolley left with many top awards.  Sedro-Woolley 
had 25 athletes and with all of their scores combined won the large school 
division (over 20 athletes).  There were 9 belt buckles awarded at the end of 
the meet for high point and reserve in each division, an overall award, and 
for rookie of the year.  Five of those buckles went to Sedro-Woolley athletes!  
Additionally, of our 25 athletes, 20 are going to state in at least 2 events.  Our 
very own Kaitlyn Dorsey qualifi ed or is an alternate in 10 events and won one 
of the buckles.  Harleigh McSpadden placed 2nd overall in reining, and 3rd 
in an obstacle relay team, and is 1st alternate in a 3rd event.  Madison Lake 
qualifi ed in poles, and in a team event.  

Please save the date for a community wide free screening of Most Likely To 
Succeed that will be held on September 21 at the Lincoln 
Theatre beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Most Likely To Succeed 
is a feature-length documentary examining the history 
of U.S. education, revealing the growing shortcomings 
of conventional education methods in today’s innovative 
world.  The fi lm explores compelling new approaches 
that engage students, energize teachers, and lead to deep, 
retained learning. MLTS premiered at the prestigious 
Sundance Film Festival and was an offi  cial selection of 
more than two dozen festivals. For more information, please 
visit their website http://www.mltsfi lm.org

CONTINUOUS LEARNING: Free Movie Community 
Event, September 21: Mostly Likely To Succeed

PARTNERSHIPS:  Nick Jr. Beyond The Backpack
On a sunny June day, Nick Jr sponsored a free kinder-
garten readiness event called Beyond The Backpack. 
The day was fi lled with hands-on learning activities 
and games, take home activity books, and costumed 
characters such as Dora the Explorer interacting with 
our youngest learners. The district also appreciated our 
emergency partners for attending the event with their 
staff , trucks and vehicles with special thanks to the SW 
Police, Fire, and Library staff , Skagit County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce, Skagit Country Search & Rescue, Central Skagit 
Ambulance Service and the Children’s Museum. 

Preschooler Elias Johnston and his mom Allison enjoyed a fast-paced day at 
the event. Allison happily noted, “Elias had a great time and really enjoyed 
all the activities, specifi cally the hop scotch game. He was counting all the 
numbers forward and then backwards!  I felt the event provided a great 
opportunity for kids to be physically active, practice important life skills, 
and have fun learning.”

ACHIEVEMENT:  Maddie Moser ~ Congressional
Art Show Winner
Maddie Moser, a graduate with 
the Class of 2017, was notifi ed by 
Congressman Rick Larson that her 
art entry won the 2017 District #2 
Congressional Art Show.  Maddie’s 
art will be displayed in Washington 
D.C. for a year.  Maddie and her 
parents accompanied Mr. Larson to 
Washington D.C. this past June for 
the opening of the Congressional Art 
Show. Congratulations Maddie! 

Welcome to the 2017-2018 
school year.  This summer 
edition of the Insider is 
dedicated to our strategic plan 
or Road Map For Student 
Success.  The Roadmap 
includes our fi ve foundational 
strategies or goals of:
1. Achievement 2. Equity
3. Stewardship 4. Partnerships 

and 5. Continuous Learning. It is these strategies 
that guide our work to ensure we continue to be a 
student learning focused school system.

Equity: We had an amazing year with the 
additions of music and art in our elementary 
schools, the expansion of the STEM Network, 
and we provided more opportunities for our high 
school students with an eight-period alternating 
day schedule.  In addition to this past school year’s 
accomplishments, we have been busy this summer 
getting ready for school by adding new technology 
in every school.  Nearly 2,000 Dell Chromebooks 
have been distributed throughout the district 
that will complete our 1-to-1 computer initiative 
in our elementary classrooms.  We have added 
400 Chromebooks at Cascade Middle School 
and another 500 at Sedro-Woolley High School.  
Finally, the high school has had a complete wiring 
overhaul with high-speed network cables. 

Partnership: We are able to provide our students 
with this technology because of you.  Thank you 
for supporting our safety and technology levy!  
This levy will now sunset at the end of 2018 
fulfi lling our technology needs for the next several 
years.  

Stewardship: The Sedro-Woolley School District 
enrollment continues to grow which has prompted 
the placement of portables at several of our 
elementary schools including a double portable 
addition at Clear Lake Elementary this summer.  
We expect to have over 4,300 students this year, 
which is nearing an all-time high.  To address our 
growing needs, a Facilities Improvement Taskforce 
was commissioned by the school board to assess 
our school building needs related to maintenance 
and repair, as well as classroom capacity to 
accommodate our growing student population.  
The taskforce has recommended addressing 
district needs with a bond and a decision to move 
forward with their recommendation will be made 
by the end of September.  Executive Director of 
Business and Operations Brett Greenwood has 
provided more information about the taskforce 
and bond recommendation within the Stewardship 
article.

(Continued on next page)


